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the inches on the scale are placed 
too high or too low, (and I suspect 
gome such inaccuracy in the glass 
which I have purchased,) 1 wish to 
be informed, by what mode of 
measurement, I shall be able to cor- 
rect this mistake. The common rule 
to measure from the surface of the 
fluid in Which the barometrical tube 
is plunged, is not at least of obvious 
application here — for I cannot de- 
termine where that surface is 

I shall be very happy to have 
from some of your intelligent cor- 
•espondents, a full illustration of 
this subject. The new construction 
above mentioned is clearly an im- 
provement, where the instrument is 
to be often moved and carried from 
place to place, but when I think of 
the obstruction which I apprehend 
to the motion of the mercury, and 
the liability of the leather contain- 
ing it to burst or to decay, I fear we 
incur a disadvantage much greater 
than any advantage which ran pos- 
sibly accrue. The wheel barometer 
offers some advantages peculiar to 
itself — there is a very extensive 
scale, by which to mark the changes 
of the air, and the instrument 
is a handsome object against a wall, 
but every one knows that the con- 
struction has superior disadvantages 
attending it. How far this is the 
case with the barometer described 
above, I beg to know through the 
medium of your excellent publi- 
cation. In quire a. 

For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

A SUMMARY ACCOUNT OF THE MEANS 
USED AFTER THE TREATY OFCREENE- 
VILLE IN 1785, TO PROMOTE THE 
CIVILIZATION OF THE INDIANS, IN 
SOME PARTSOF NORTH AMERICA. 

[Continued from page 458, vol. 7.] 

THE reports hi 1804 were no 
less favourable. The disposi- 



tion to improvement continual to 
prevail: several of the Indians, who 
had considerable quantities of corn 
for sale, expressed the satisfaction 
they felt in seeing the fruits of 
their own iwUi'jtry, and frequently 
observed, that although, when in 
the practice of drinking whiskey, 
they could hardly clothe themselves, 
industry was now found to have in* 
creased their substance. Tha.increase 
of grain and building induced the 
erection of grist-mill and a saw-mill 
at Tancsmssa, both of which com- 
menced their operations in this year, 
much to the gratification of the In- 
dians, in seeing their grain reduced 
to meal so much easier and quicker 
than in their wooden mortars. One 
of them, on seeing some wheat of 
his own raising, ground and bolted, 
exultingly exclaimed, " I think this 
will make 'Indians see day light." 

So farthe progress of this benevo- 
lent-work, under the direction of the 
Philadelphia committee, has been 
traced from their report to their con- 
stituents in April 1805. But there 
is unquestionable authority for be- 
lieving thar its labours continue un- 
remitted, and with still increasing 
success. 

A respectable citizen of Philadel- 
phia, who was one of the deputation, 
from the committee in 1806, has fa- 
voured a correspondent with infor- 
mation, which cannot be conveyed 
more intelligently than in his own 
words. He says, 

" Agreeably to thy request, I shall 
attempt to furnish some account 
from my notes, kept on a late visit 
to the Seneca Indians, residing near 
the Alleganey and Cataragues rivers. 
In the 7th month 1 806, three of the 
committee having charge of Indian 
concerns, were appointed to pay the 
said Indians a visit, in order to see 
what improvement they had made 
since our last in 1803, as well as 
to promote the object of the con, 
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tern generally, by having friendly 
conferences with them, and point- 
ing out such things as would con- 
duce to their happiness. We set 
out the first of the 9th month ; ar- 
rived about the middle of the same; 
and found the Indians mostly at 
home, employed in useful labour. 
Two of us being known to most of 
them, our meeting was cause of 
much gladness. In passing along 
to the settlement formed by the 
committee at Tunessassa, I was as- 
tonished at the improvements made 
by the Indians within the last three 
years ; for notwithstanding my very 
sanguine expectations, they had con- 
siderably exceeded, in labour and 
attention, any opinion I had formed. 
The aspect of things was truly pleas- 
ing, indicating increasing industry 
and economy, and very encourag- 
ing to us as proofs that our labours 
have not been in vain. Even the 
roads opened by them are remark- 
ably well made, being much superior 
to those lie have observed among 
the frontier white inhabitants. They 
had erected nearly one hundred new 
bouses since my last visit, most 
of them two stories high, and well 
put up with hewn logs, very per- 
pendicular at the cormir, and nicely 
fitted together. Some have parcell- 
ed doors and stone chimneys ; and 
a great many of them glass windows. 
Their farms are enclosed under 
good fence, from seven to ten rails 
high ; and there is a much greater 
proportion of corn planted this sea- 
son than has been known before, 
and it generally looked well. Di- 
vers of them have raised wheat, oats, 
buckwheat, potatoes, turnips, beans, 
squashes, punipkins, cucumbers, and 
melons of various kinds. Thev 
have a number of horses, and a good 
Stock of cattle and h gs. The 
buildings aie, with very little ex- 
ception, their own work ; their in- 
genuity in some of the mechanic arts 



being equal to their industry in 
agricultural pursuits. 

*«Tbe above statement exhibits 
the progress making by one tribe of 
the Senftcas towards civilization^ and 
furnishes those interested in their 
welfare with great encouragement 
in the prosecution of a work so 
well calculated to increase the com- 
forts of human life : and it is a pe- 
culiar satisfaction to find, that one 
eflect of the Quaker's endeavours 
with these people, is a diminution of 
labour on the part of the females, in 
the torn-fields, &c. ; for in their for- 
mer savage state, the women appear 
to have been consigned to slavery 
in the field, the procuring of yvood, 
and many other hardships ; the men 
seldom, if ever; assisting them there- 
in. But notwithstanding they la- 
bour less in the field, they are not 
idle. Some of them nave been 
taught the art of making' soap, ih 
order to promote cleanliness. Some 
have also learned to spin and knit; 
and, in all probability,, their habits 
will,- ere long, be as touch changed 
as the men's Both men and women 
were much more cleanly in their 
persons; clothes, and houses, than 
at the time of our last visit. 

"There are a number of other 
tribes whose advances are very con- 
siderable, and quite equal to what 
might be reasonably expected. We 
were as much encouraged at Catta- 
ragues^as at Allegany, although the 
improvements were not so great J 
they being more remotely situated, 
and of latter date. 

"It is very remaikable, that the 
Indians among whom we have en- 
deavoured to promote the arts of 
civil life, have very generally aban- 
doned the' use of ardent spirits : ex- 
cept two or three of those on or near 
the Allegajiey, the whole tribe has 
relinquished it for about seven years. 
We are told that the Cattarague 
Senecas had all quitted it (except 
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one) for about four years ; and 
many others Our grist and saw- 
mills at Al|eganey are very useful. 
Population is evidently increasing 
with them, from this change in their 
way of life : and they appeared to 
enjoy good health " 

A report, dated in April 1807, 
mentions the receipt of information 
from the committees's agents at Tu- 
nessassa, from which, and the report 
of three of their own number, who 
visited the settlement in the preced- 
ing September, they say, " It is 
manifest that there is in the natives 
an encouraging improvement in agri- 
culture, and some of the mechanic 
arts, as well as in the regularity of 
their lives and manners ; the latter 
of which, we apprehend, has been 
considerably promoted by the aid of 
our women, who are among them." 
And that report, stating the general 
import of the narrative of one of the 
visitor?, (above mentioned), further 
expresses, that 'some of the Indian 
women and girl? appeared much 
disposed to be instiocted by the 
women," and that, in the course of 
their jonrney, they had " not seen 
one Indian the least intoxicated 
with liquor."— A proof of reforma- 
tion, which they culy can fuliy ap- 
preciate, who are acquainted with 
the former intemperate habits of 
this long-neglected class of our 
fellow-creatures. 

Of the subsequent proceedings of 
the committee or their agents, it is 
supposed no regular information has 
been yet transmitted to England ; 
but the perusal of some notes of one 
of the committee who visited tbe 
Indians of that settlement hi Sep. 
tember 1809, affords satisfactory evi- 
dence of an asfsiduous attention to 
the duties for which it was appointed, 
and to the faithful discharge of 
which, the foregoing narrative bear's 
honourable testimony. From those 
«otes it appears, tfcat the agente 



continued actively engaged in their 
several services, and with the same 
encouragement that had animated 
former exertions. The decrease of 
intemperance in the use of strong 
liquors, and a consequent increase 
of industry, evident in the improv- 
ed conditions of their habitation* 
and farms; some abatement of the 
drudgery formerly, and yet too free- 
ly, imposed on their women ; and 
a general disposition more justly to 
appreciate the comforts »f civilized 
life, are noticed as very encourag- 
ing to expectation of progressive im- 
provement: while the lamentable 
adherence of many to their ancient 
customs and prejudices is deplored, 
as an obstacle to their progress in 
civilization. It appears that among 
those prejudices, is a belief in witch- 
craft, to which, even in these settle- 
ments, some women bad not long 
since fallen victims, although the 
more intelligent appeared mach 
ashamed of having in any wise 
countenanced a delusion, of which 
some pains were now taken by 
their visitors, to expose toe gross 
absurdity. They Were credibly 
informed, by the agent of the United 
States to the six nations, who was 
ftn eye-witness, of a most lamentable 
instance of a mind depraved by it. 
About four years before, two Women 
were accused of the supposed crime, 
one of whom was put to 'death, arid 
the other to extreme torture, to extort 
a confession of their guilt. The 
agent happening to hear of it, inter- 
fered in the hope <6f saving her life, 
when a voting warrior, (a Tuscarort) 
her own son. stepped forward, arid 
first looking On the ground, and then 
raising his eyts in amoving manner, 
addressed him as follows, " Mv 
friend, I hope you will listen to 
what I have to say j I am thte son of 
that woman; she is toy mother; 
she nursed me when I wfts a child, 
and I love my mother. Her arms 
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were extended for my protection ; 
she laboured for my support and 
comfort ; bow can I help but love my 
mother. She clothed roe, and kept 
me from all harm, both in sickness 
and in health ; and you cannot doubt 
that I still love my mother. Yet, 
notwithstanding my strong attach- 
ment to her, I ,am convinced she is 
a bad woman, and has been the 
means of taking the lives of some 
of our people by witchcraft. J think 
therefore, she ought to die, and de- 
sire that you will not oppose her 
being put to death: as to me and 
my brothers, we have giveu her up 
for the good of the nation." Al- 
though by an unpractised orator, 
this was delivered with such emotion, 
that the agent could not refrain from 
tears. The woman was, however, 
spared; and, although much deform- 
ed by the tortures she had endured, 
was then living, and supported by 
that son, who had so earnestly de- 
voted her to death. Other gross su- 
perstitions are now gradually losing 
ground : a wooden idol or image of 
a man, elevated on a pedestal, was 
formerly decorated in the Indian 
stile, at their grand feasts, and ad- 
dressed at the representative of the 
great spirit; but falling down a- 
bout 1602, and the council, called 
oh the occasion, not agreeing on 
the propriety of restoriug it to its 
dignity, one of the chiefs, assuming 
the responsibility of any consequen- 
ces that might ensue, courageously 
threw it into the river, and a share 
of the vane ration it had long pos- 
sessed was transferred to Conadue, 
who had long had the reputation 
of a prophet among them. When 
disposed to communicate anything 
to them in that character, he wrap- 
ped himself up in his blanket, and 
prostrate on the ground, with- a small 
parcel of tobacco stuoaking on each 
sider he lies quiet and long enough 
to favour the idea of some superna- 



tural intercourse ; he then throws 
off his blanket, and opens his eyes ; 
when a council being called, re- 
ceives his oracular communications. 
His first revelation of this kind, ten 
or twelve years ago, were denunci- 
ations against drunkenness, and o. 
ther moral evils, and, whatever might 
be thought of the cause, the effects 
were favourable to reformation in 
Several respects. Some time after- 
wards, being desirous of encouraging 
and pleasing the converts, he had a 
similar vision, in which he pretend- 
ed to have seen the bad spirit in a 
frightful form, with wings, &c. alight 
behind a house in their town, when 
after looking about for some time, 
and seeing they no longer drank 
rum, he found he had nothing to do, 
and flew away to Buffalo, (another 
village) where he had plenty of bu- 
siness. 

Although the property in the soil 
is generally considered to be na- 
tional, and a joint-tenancy, the claims 
of individuals to their own improve- 
ments, were now more respected 
and deemed to be saleable to pur- 
chasers, or disposable by will to their 
children : this innovation on ancient 
practice, is the natural consequence 
of the superior industry of indivi- 
duals, and will doubtless prove the 
most powerful stimulus to excite 
emulation. The ancient custom of 
extirpating the hair from the head, 
had given way to the introduction 
of the razor ; and their former co— 
tume, to the usual dresses of the 
white people. 

On a review of the transactions un- 
der the direction of the Philadelphia 
committee, in the fourteen years thus 
briefly stated, there appears no other 
ground of regret, than the insuffici- 
ency of its resourses, to diffuse the 
intended benefit beyond the district 
which first claimed its attention, 
and fully employed its agents, 
whose only motive was a benevo- 
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lent wish to contribute their person- 
al assistance in removing the im- 
pediments to Indian civilization. 

The yearly meeting of Quakers 
at Baltimore, having in 1795, (as 
before mentioned,) appointed a com- 
mittee to effect the same purposes, 
(and also with the same approbation 
of the national government,) fixed on 
the country north-westward of the ri- 
ver Ohio ; reserved by the Indians on 
their cession of the considerable 
territory to the United States, which 
now forms the state of Ohio, &c. 
The reserved country adjoins south- 
wardly on the lakes Superior, Hu- 
ron and Erie ; and lake Michigan 
is within it. The trading stations or 
posts, within the Indian reservation, 
(which were also granted to the 
American government,) afforded fa- 
cilities of which the committee avail- 
ed themselves; as well as of the 
cordial assistance offered by the go- 
vernment agent in 'that quarter, then 
resident at Fort Wayne, (one of those 
of those stations,) situated in abont 
87° west longitude from Greenwich, 
latitude 41° north, and about 400 
miles westward from Baltimore. 

The first step was the deputation 
of some of their own numbers to 
visit the Shawanese, Wyandots, and 
other nations in their vicinity, and 
consult them on the measuies pro- 
posed for their benefit. With this 
view, in 179b", they went as far as 
the falls of Muskingum river; but 
returned without any other encou- 
ragement, than the assurance of a 
welcome reception from many in- 
dividuals unauthorized by the na- 
tional council. In the spring of 
1797, the attempt was repeated 
with more success. The deputies 
then proceeded through a number of 
their hunting camps, and several of 
their towns ; observing a pretty 
numerous population, much expo- 
sed to the inclemencies of the wea- 
ther, with a precarious, and often 



very scanty supplj of food and 
clothing, although in a country so 
fertile, as with iittie cultivation, to 
promise an abundance or all the ne- 
cessaries of life. The Wyandot and 
Delaware nations were informed of 
the intention of this embassy, and 
engaged to lay it before their grand 
council. Some implements of hus- 
bandry and other presents, were 
sent to the Indian families, settled 
on the branches of the Tuscarawas 
river, but no way opened for further 
procedure, until tiie early part of the 
year 1799 ; the committee then re- 
ceived a message, with a belt of 
wampum, from Ta.hU, the principal 
Wyandot chief, who resided at Sa.f 
dusky, on the river of that name. 
In the usual simple, but nervous 
stile of Indian phraseology, he in- 
vited them, with a promise of safe 
conduct, to attend " the great coun- 
cils of Sasleieisey, where all <r od 
things are transacted, and where 
nothing bad is permitted to appear :" 
concluding with " may the great 
spirit, the master of light and life, 
so dispose the hearts and minds of 
all our nations and people, that the 
calamities of war may never more 
be felt or known by any of them ! 
that our roads and paths may never 
more be stained with the blood of 
our young warriors, and, that our 
helpless women and children may- 
live in peace and happiness." A 
deputation was in consequence ap- 
pointed, and arriving in June at Sun- 
dusky, was received by Tarhie, and 
others of the -Wyandots, in a friendly 
manner: but it was now discovered, 
that owing to a mistake in trans- 
lating the message, the time of 
holding the great council had beea 
misunderstood, and the messengers 
foreseeing the difficulty of procur- 
ing food for themselves or their hor- 
ses in the time they had to wait, pro- 
posed a conference with such of the 
chiefs and hunters as could be ea» 
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sily collected,, and who were ac- 
cordingly soon assembled ; in this, 
the objects of their mission were 
fully explained, much to the satis- 
faction of the Indians, who, in their 
answer, (delivered with some strings* 
of wampum,) acknowledged their 
gratitude for the intended benefits, 
and promised that the offer of them 
should be fnlly communicated to 
the great council then approaching, 
and held at the full moon, in June 
annually, as well as that the result, 
should be sent in a written speech to 
Baltimore. No such speech or mes- 
sage arrived in that, or in the suc- 
ceeding year, the committee, early 
in 1801, addressed one to the great 
council ; but the person at Sandus- 
ky, to whose care it was sent in 
order to be forwarded, not being at 
borne, it was returned to Baltimore. 
In June 1802, the Little Turtle, 
Five Medah t and some other chiefs 
of the Miami and Potoviaiiomi tribes, 
being at Baltimore, on their way to 
visit the president of the United 
States, the committee availed them- 
selves of the opportunity of disclos- 
ing to them the views of the society, 
and of learning their sentiments of 
the means' of effecting them ; par- 
ticularly adverting to the love of li- 
quor which so much opposed the 
hopes of success, and had been sor- 
rowfully observed in the visits which 
have been related. The Little Tur- 
tte delivered their answer "';' and the 
part that relates to this subject is a 
too just, as well as pathetic, repre- 
sentation of the effects of drunk- 
enness, not to merit a place in these 
pages. Jt was as follows : 

" Brothers and friends ! When 
our forefathers first met on this 



• On similar occasions, string are com- 
monly used, on those of more importance, 
k/tt of wampum, smaller or greater, pro- 
portioned to die occasion, and delivered 
or tent. 



island,* your red brethren were very 
numerous. But since the introduc- 
tion amongst us, of what you call 
spirituous liquors, and what we think 
may justly be called poison, our num- 
bers are greatly diminished. It 
has destroyed a great part of your 
red brethren. 

" My brothers and friends ! We 
plainly perceive, that you see the 
very evil which destroys vour red 
brethren. It is not an evil of our own 
making. We have not placed it a- 
rnongst ourselves. It is an evil placed 
amongst us by the white people. 
We look to them to remove it out 
of our country. We tell them, bre- 
thren, fetch us useful things ; bring 
goods that will clothe us, our women, 
and our children ; and not this evil 
liquor, that destroys our reason, that 
destroys our health, that destroys our 
lives* But all we can say on this 
subject, is of no service, uor gives 
relief to your red brethren. 

" My brothers and friends ! I 
rejoice to find, that you agree ia 
opinion with us, and express an 
anxiety to be, if possible, of service 
to us, in removing this great evil out 
of our country : an evil which has 
bad so much room in it, and has des- 
troyed so many of our lives, that 
it causes our young men to say, 
' We had better be at war with the 
white people. This liquor, which 
they introduce into our country, is 
more to be feared than the gnu and 
the tomahawk. There are more of 
us dead since the treaty of Greene- 
vilje, than we lost by the six years 
war before. It is all owing to the 
introduction of this liquor amongst 
us.' 

" Brothers ! When our young men 
have been out hunting, and are re- 
turning home loaded with skins and 
furs ; on their way, if it happens that 



* Meaning that Confine/it, but sometimes. 
so miscalled by them. 
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they come where some of this whis- 
key is deposited, the white man 
who sells it, tells them to take a little 
drink. Some of them will say No, 
I do not want it. They go on till they 
come to another house, where they 
find more of the same kind of drink. 
It is tbere offered again ; they re- 
fuse; and again the third time; 
but finally, the fourth or fifth time, 
one accepts of it, and takes a drink, 
and getting one, he wants another ; 
and then a third, and fourth, till his 
senses have left him. After his 
reasor comes back again to him ; 
then he gets up, and finds where he 
is, he asks for his peltry. The an- 
swer is, 'You have drunk them.' 
'Where is my gun?' ' It is gone.' 
* Whete is my blanket ?' ' It is gone.' 
' Where is my shirt ?' You have 
sold it for whiskey ! !' Now, bro- 
thers, figure to yourselves what con- 
dition this man must be in. He 
has a family at home; a wife and 
children, who stand in need of the 
profits of his hunting. What must 
be their wants, when he himself is 
even without a shirt !" 

With respect to the means pro- 
posed for their benefit, these chiefs 
added, that it " was their anxious 
wish to engage in the culture of 
their lands; for although the game 
was not so scarce, but that they could 
get enough to eat, yet they were 
sensible it was daily diminishing; 
and that the time was not far dis- 
tant, when they would be compelled 
to take hold of such tools as they 
saw in the hands of white peo- 
ple." 

The committee, sensible of the 
importance of restraining the abun- 
dant supply of distilled spirits affor- 
ded by the American traders, ad- 
dressed to the Congress a memorial 
on the subject, which was favoura- 
bly received ; and a law passed, 
which in some measure remedied the 
evil. Thus encouraged to perse- 

EELFAST MAC. NO. XLII. 



vere, a considerable number of farm- 
ing implements (consisting of ploughs 
hoes, axes, &c.) were forwarded to 
Fort Wayne, (now considered as a 
trading station,) where they were 
immediately distributed as presents, 
and thankfully received by the In- 
dians. 

In 1803, a letter was received 
from the agent for Indian affairs at 
Fort Wayne, in which he says, 

" Since there have been no spirit- 
uous liquors in the Indian country, 
they appear very industrious, and 
are fond of raising stocks," He also 
expressed, as his opinion, "that the 
suppression of spirituous liquors in 
that country, is the most beneficial 
thing which has ever been done for 
them by the United Sates; that 
there had not been one Indian killed 
in that neighbourhood for a year; 
and that in no preceding year, 
since the treaty of Greeneville, had 
there been less than ten, and in some 
years, as many as thirty killed." 
The agent further added, " that the 
Indians appeared to be very desirous 
of procuring for themselves the 
necessaries of life, in our way ; but 
say they do not know how to begin. 
Some of their old men say, * The 
white people want for nothing. We 
wish them to show us how to pro- 
vide the many good things we see 
amongst them. If it is their wish 
to instruct us in their way of living, 
as they tell us it is, we wish them 
to make baste and do it, for we are 
old, and must die soon ; but we 
wish to see our women and children 
in that path, that will lead them to 
happiness, before we die." 

At the same time a letter from 
the Little Turtle and Five Medals, 
expressed a wish that some of it e 
committee would visit their coun- 
try. 

In February 1804, George Ellicott 
and Gerard T. Hopkins, two of the 
deputation appointed, accompanied 
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by Philip Dennis, who had offered 
to devote some months to the in- 
struction of the Indians, left Balti- 
more, and reached Fort Wavne the 
last day of March ; taking with them 
two horses, to be employed in 
ploughing, &c. A council of the 
principal chiefs being held, a day 
was fixed lor a more general meet- 
ing of as many of their old and 
young men, and of their women and 
children, as could be collected ; 'the 
attendance of the women and chil- 
dren (not quite consonant with their 
customs) being particularly request- 
ed by the deputies. The chiefs hav- 
ing proposed that whatever was in- 
tended to be delivered by the depu- 
ties, should be committed to writing, 
in order to its being afterwards 
communicated to the grand council 
in June following, (which they were 
pressingly invited to attend,) an ad- 
dress was written, and at the time 
fixed, read and interpreted to a con- 
siderable number of the assembled 
natives. It contained a distinct, 
though brief, recapitulation of the 
motives, proceedings and intentions 
of the committee, with an explana- 
tion of the benevolent views, with 
which . " their beloved brother" 
Phrlip Dennis (who had left a wife 
and five small children t>n his own 
farm) had inclined, to devote some 
time to their instruction. And the 
amelioration of the servile condition 
of their women, was particularly re- 
commended as essentially connected 
with their future welfare. 

The Indians observed great de- 
corum, and gave close attention du- 
ring the delivery of this address. 
They respectfully manifested their 
approbation of the sentiments it con- 
tained, by reiterated exclamations of 
applause, and the most evident de- 
monstrations, of satisfaction. In re- 
ply, the Little Turtle delivered a 
Speech on behalf of the council, from 
which the following is extracted. 



** Brothers and friends ! We re- 
joice that the great spirit has ap- 
pointed that we should meet this 
day ; for we believe this meeting 
will be of the utmost consequence to 
your red brethren. 

«' Brothers ! The things you have 
said to us, require our greatest at- 
tention : it is really necessary, that 
we should deliberate upon them. 
In order to do so, we must beg you 
to leave the paper, upon which they 
are written, that we may communi- 
cate them toour chiefs, when they as- 
semble in grand council. 

Brothers! You have been very 
particular in pointing out to us, the 
duties of our women ; and you have 
told us, that in adopting your mode 
of living, our numbers would increase, 
and not continue to diminish. la 
all this, I certainly agree with you, 
and hope my brother chiefs will also 
agree with you. 

"grothers! Assure your people who 
sent you here, tell your old chiefs, 
that we are obliged to them, for 
their friendly offers to assist us, in 
changing our present mode of liv- 
ing. Tell them, it is a great work, 
that cannot be done immediately ; 
but that we are that way disposed, 
and hope it will take place gra- 
dually." 

The committee remained several 
weeks amongst the Indians, during 
which time, they visited a number 
of their towns and villages, and were 
received at all of them in the most 
friendly and hospitable manner. 

At a settlement of the Wyandots, 
at Brown's Tauin, the improvements 
since the visit in 1799, appeared to 
be considerable : they had built com- 
fortable houses, and acquired a good 
stock of cattle, hogs, &c. ; as well 
as at Sandusky : and the Shawamtse 
on the Anglitise river* haii -in at- 

* A satisfactory account of progressive 
improvement in this neighbourhood was re- 
ceived in 1809, from a personal witness of it. 
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tended much to the cultivation of 
their lands within the same period. 
The deputation also visited the 
place allotted for the little farm pro- 
posed to be begun under the super- 
intendence of Philip Dennis It is 
situated in a fertile tract, on the 
Wabash river, about forty miles south 
west of Fort Wayne; and adjacent 
to it, are two good mill seats The 
Indians appearing to be well dispo- 
sed to afford him assistance, he was 
now left to proceed, in the important 
undertaking, for which the success 
attending it, proved him to possess 
peculiar qualifications; and the de- 
putation returned home. 

Soon afterward the committee at 
Baltimore t were informed, that the 
written address before mentioned, 
was presented to the great council 
in June, at which 874 Indians were 
assembled, and, that being interpret- 
ed to all the different nations pre- 
sent, it bad met general approbation. 
Several of thechiefs expressed great 
satisfaction, and Toethleboxie, on be- 
half of the Delawares, said, " For 
many years before I came into the 
world, the white people have been 
offering to do for us what is now 
mentioned, and it appears that our 
eyes were never opened until this 
time. We will now take hold of it, 
and receive it; 1 am an old man, 
and want to see it before I die ; if I 
once see it, I will die iu peace, to 
think I have left my women and chil- 
dren in comfort." 

Philip Dennis remained with the 
Indians most of the remainder of the 
year 1 804, and on his return report- 
ed, that he had spent the lime a 
greeably with them. He had raised 
about 400 bushels of corn, (maize,) 
with a quantity of cucumbers, water 
melons, pumpkins, beans, and other 
garden vegetables, which, with the 
swine, were all appropriated to the 
use of the Indians, or to be divided 
amongst them on their return from 



hunting. On the little, farm he had 
thus cultivated, he had left '23 hogs 
and pigs, of which seven were in 
good order for killing, and he ex- 
pected would weigh 1500 pounds. 
He had engaged the agent to attend 
to the killing and curing of these 
for the Indians; all of then were 
small in the spring, and had no 
other food than the woods afforded. 
With some assistance from Fort 
Wayne, he had cleared, and sub- 
stantially enclosed, 20 acres of 
ground, and built thereon a house 
32 feet long, and 17 feet wide, one 
story and a half high, with floors 
and partitions. He also reported, 
that the Indians who remained with 
him, were industrious and attentive 
to his instructions, and that the 
young women were desirous of be- 
ing employed in .the field ; but that 
as government had lately sent some 
spinning-wheels to Fort Wayne, be 
dissuaded them from it, and advised 
them to go and learn to spin and 
knit, under the tuition of a white 
woman, who happened to be there ; 
this they did, and when ne came 
away, he left them knitting yarn of 
their own spinning, A considerable 
number of Eel-river and IVeai In- 
dians were about to settle near the 
new farm, and several of their prin- 
cipal chiefs had requested him to 
tell the committee, that they an. I the 
Indians generally were much oblig- 
ed by the assistance afforded, and 
requested the continuance of such 
friendship, which they wisbeu no- 
thing might happen to discourage. 
The treatment he hid received while 
amongst them, was very friendly, 
as also was that of the agent and 
other officers of government. 

As no suitable person soon of- 
fered to succeed this worthy coad- 
jutor, the agtnt, on the com nutee's 
request, kindly undertook to employ 
a suitable person to act on its behalf, 
in the continued cultivation, and fur- 
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flier improvement on the farm, gar- 
den, &c. In answering, in 1805, 
their application for his assistance, 
the agent also informed the com- 
mittee, that a spirit' of industry ge- 
nerally existed, and that as several 
tribes had requested the government 
to apply a part of their annuity 
(befor.e mentioned) in getting rails, 
and making fences for them, the 
Delaware* had used 23,000 rails in 
putting up fences during last win- 
ter, and that the Miami and Eel-river 
Indians, would use 40,000 more be- 
fore June in that year ; adding, that 
ten Miami families had settled ad- 
jacent to that called P. Dennis's farmy 
for whom four men were employed 
in preparing to fence in 40 acres, 
■while three others were similarly 
engaged in preparation to enclose 
25 acres more in that neighbour- 
hood, then made ready for the 
plough by the Eel-river Indians, 
who he believed would have 50 or 
CO acres under fence within the 
same period : he believed that 25 
more families were about to remove 
to that settlement, which he was 
confident would rapidly increase : 
an Indian who had worked with P. 
Dennis, was building himself a com- 
fortable house, having cleared two 
acres more,, and the swine had in- 
creased to 100 in number. 

Respecting improvements in other 
parts, he added, that at the Little 
Turtle's town, (18 miles northward) 
100 acres., under good fence, would 
be enclosed before the next June ; 
that the Indians there had a large 
number of hogs, and some cows ; 
and that he had no doubt it would 
be soon manifested to the Indians 
generally, that it is easier to raise 
food, than procure it by hunting ; 
observing also, that " from the great 
progress made in civilization since 
Philip Dennis was with them, they 
only want good and suitable men to 
reside amongst them, and teach them 
hoSv to work. 



A subsequent letter from the a- 
gent, dated the 5th of October 1805, 
mentions, that from the field first 
cleared and cultivated by Dennis 
in the preceding year, at least 60© 
bushels of good corn had been rais- 
ed, exclusive of that produced from 
land of their own clearing ; instan- 
cing, as the effects produced by the 
exertions of a single individual, that 
at the station where Dennis " had 
every thing to begin, there then were 
at least 400 hogs and 20 cows ; the 
Indians at no village in the coun- 
try living so comfortable as those 
at this place." 

The committee, after lamenting 
that from the limited state of their 
funds, they have been under the ne- 
cessity of confining their attention 
principally to the Miami, Eel-river, 
and Weas nations, conclude their 
very interesting report in the follow- 
ing words : 

" When we reflect on the gradual, 
but continued decrease of these peo- 
ple, from the time the Europeans 
first visited this continent, until the 
present ; and the many whole tribes, 
of which not any trace now re- 
mains, except their names ; there is 
every reason to believe, that should 
the Indians continue to pursue their 
former mode of life, a few centuries 
more, many other whole nations 
of tltem will become entirely ex- 
tinct. 

" Impressed with this melancholy 
consideration, it roust be a prospect 
truly gladdening to the enlightened 
christian mind, to survey the hasten- 
ing of that day, when this part of 
the human family, weaned from sa- 
vage habits, and allured by the su- 
perior advantages of civil life, shall 
exchange the tomahawk and scalp- 
ing- kmfe for the plough and the hoe ; 
and instead of ranging the forests 
in seeming affinity to the wild beasts 
of the desert, shall peacefully and 
rationally enjoy the productions of 
the fruitful field ■' — Nor is this alL 
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Added to the cultivation of the earth, 
th« first step in the view of the com- 
mittee, towards many other impor- 
tant temporal advantages, to be de- 
rived to this people from civil life, 
may not the promotion of this con- 
cern, which has thus far evidently 
prospered, prepare for, and prove 
the means, under the divine blessing, 
through which, may finally spread 
and prevail amongst these, oar fel- 
low-men, that light and knowledge, 
which so eminently distinguish the 

IB-BE CHRISTIA.H \" 

The society in England had long 
encouraged their American brethren 
in the important undertaking, the 
success of which has been briefly re- 
lated in the preceding pages, "with 
assurances of pecuniary support 
whenever it became necessary : and 
its necessity being evident .from the 
reports of both committees, which 
were printed in America, with 
the intention of exciting liberality 
in the renewal of contributions there, 
they were both reprinted here ; and 
the yearly meeting of Quakers in 
Loudon recommended a general 
subscription, which produced up- 
wards of seven thousand pounds ster- 
ling. This sum, with a small addi- 
tion contributed voluntarily by some 
of other religious denominations, who 
requested the acceptance of such 
marks of their approbation, was re- 
mitted to America in aid of, and to 
encourage the extension of the Indian 
civilization ; which it was generally 
regretted, had hitherto been confined 
to so small a portion of the objects 
of this benevolent concern. 

The local situation of the society 
in the state of New- York, with res- 
pect to the. Indians, had not hitherto 
engaged much of their attention 
to the subject: but some new set- 
tlements of those in religious pro- 
fession with them, having been 
lately made on their frontier, and 
in the neighbouring parts of Upper 
Canada, under the British Govern- 



ment, a co-operation with their more 
southward brethren, had by this 
time .induced their yearly meeting 
(held in the city of New- York) to a- 
dopt similar measures. It was there- 
fore thought, that yearly meeting 
should share with those of Philadel- 
phia and Baltimore, in the aid af- 
forded from Europe, which was ap- 
portioned accordingly. 

The approbation manifested in 
England ot the views of the society 
called Quakers, was not confined to- 
ns members. An equally benevolent 
association was formed here, " For 
civilizing and improving the North 
American Indians, within the Bri- 
tish boundary ;" and as in the print- 
ed proposal for forming such a 
laudable institution, a full approba- 
tion of the objects and measures de- 
tailed in those pages, was expressed ; 
the benevolent mind will derive ad- 
ditional pleasure from the hope, that 
different associations of men, how- 
ever distinguished by their local, 
political, or religious attachments, 
are at this moment harmoniously 
•'contributing their assistance in pro- 
moting the happiness of millions of 
their fellow creatures, who yet, 
bewildered in pagan darkness, are 
literally in danger of perishing from 
" lack of knowledge," on the Ame- 
rican continent. It is generally un- 
derstood that the British government 
has long appropriated .£3000 per 
annum, for promoting the same ob- 
jects amopg the six nations, of whom 
a considerable part is not now 
within the British boundary ; and 
consequently the number who may 
be considered as entitled to partake 
of that bounty, must be very greatly 
reduced.- Is it not worthy of inqui- 
ry, in what manner that bounty is 
now annually distributed ? Or to 
whom its management can be more 
properly entrusted than to the res- 
pectable institution just mentioned ? 
and whether, however unexception- 
ably it may have hitherto been 
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applied, some mode better calculated 
to answer its very important purposes, 
may not be devised ? The govern- 
ment of the United States, on a far 
greater extent of frontier, has de- 
termined ontbe appropriation of but 
£3375 sterling to the same purpose ; 
and we hear that the most benefi- 
cial consequences have resulted from 
it. In answer to a question of mere 
curiosity, in what manner the British 
bounty (by some called the King's 
gift) has latterly been distributed, 
the compiler of this summary, was 
informed by an intelligent Mohawk 
chief, that perhaps each individual 
might receive tbe value of a yard or 
two of cloth, or a sufficiency to keep 
up a drunken debauch for a few 
days. He has, however, much satis- 
faction in adding from the same 
authority, that those who were in- 
tended to partake of the royal bene- 
volence, are much less addicted than 
formerly, to habits of drunkenness. 
And a wise application of that lar- 
gess, with the exclusive possession 
of the Indian Reservation on the 
north bank of lake Erie, secured by 
some act of tbe government of Up- 
per Canada, seerns to be only ne- 
cessary to the further improvement 
of the Indians in that quarter. The 
British government has solemn- 
ly guaranteed to them exclu- 
sively, the possession of that Reser- 
vation. But the cupidity of white 
speculators, allured by the fertility 
of the soil, and practising on the 
credulity or ignorance of Indians, 
has been suffered to disturb that pos- 
session ; anil if not timely guarded 
against, will ultimately dispossess 
them of the whole. In what way 
can Britain so usefully manifest its 
gratitude to the Mohawk nation for 
a long and faithful attachment, as 
by instituting a parliamentary in- 
quiry into means of preventing the 
total extirpation of the Indians, 
which will be the probable effect of 



much longer neglect f In a coun- 
cil held by the Indians within the 
American boundary, at Buffalo 
creek, in the Autumn of 1809, the 
principal subject which occupied 
its deliberations, was the prevention 
of any alienation of the lands reser- 
ved exclusively for their own use. 
And some of their warriors had threat- 
ened with death, any chief who 
would consent to it. It is not im- 
probable that the federal legislature 
have taken such measures as will 
prevent any subject of the United 
States from purchasing of them, or 
if nut, that a law, so essentially ne- 
cessary to the prosperity of the In- 
dians, now obviously increasing in 
population, will not long be de- 
layed. 

For the Belfast Monthly Magazine, 

In the 4th Volume of the Belfast 
Magazine, page 24-7, Mr. Roscoe's 
Address, delivered before the pro- 
prietors of the Liverpool Botanic 
Garden, was inserted, and the rules 
for the regulation of the garden 
promised ; this promise, though de- 
layed, has not been forgotten. As 
the establishment of a Botanic gar- 
den in Belfast is a very desirable 
ob,ect, it is hoped by repeatedly 
calling the attention of the public to 
this subject, some person may be 
induced to step forward to propose 
putting ihe plan in execution. The 
expense is trilling,, as the sum of 
twelve guineas, and two guineas an- 
nually, from 300 subscribers, has beeji 
found amply sufficient to defray the 
expenses of a large establishment in 
Liverpool ; and for building two 
lodges for the Curator, a committee 
room &c. ; an extensive Conserva- 
tory, and a smaller one with bark- 
pits, and an aquarium. An interest- 
ing account of the Liverpool Bota- 
nic garden was published in the 1st 
Vol. of tbe Magazine, page 91. 



